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GEORGIANA MOLLOY ANGLICAN SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.39 am]:  I am here today to present a 
grievance on behalf of Georgiana Molloy Anglican School, which is a growing school with approximately 
650 students.  It is located on the edge of my electorate and is in the member for Capel’s electorate.  It is about 
three kilometres east of Busselton on Bussell Highway.  I will be polite, minister, because I understand that a 
large number of students at the school are tuned in on the web this morning to listen to the minister’s response to 
the issues that I will put to her. 

Most of the students who attend Georgiana Molloy Anglican School travel to it by bus or private vehicle because 
of its distance from the town.  They currently either enter or exit the school from a 110-kilometre-an-hour speed 
zone dual carriageway.  For many years this intersection has been viewed by the school community as a major 
safety issue.  Since my election in 2005, I have made numerous representations to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure on behalf of the school to have the existing 80-kilometre speed zone moved approximately 
1.5 kilometres east so that the school would sit within an 80-kilometre speed zone as opposed to a 110-kilometre 
speed zone.  The minister’s office has arranged an on-site meeting with us and representatives of Main Roads but 
those meetings have been to no avail.  Main Roads’ argument could best be summarised as the following: if the 
80-kilometre speed zone were moved 1.5 kilometres to the east, it would effectively sit in rural surrounds and 
drivers would have no encouragement or visual stimulus to slow down, despite the existence of an 80-kilometre 
speed zone.  To be frank, that is an argument that the school community and I find difficult to swallow.  There is 
almost no visible difference to the road vista at the current 80-kilometre speed zone as opposed to the proposed 
speed zone.  I am sure that the minister has driven down that road a couple of times.  It is interesting to note the 
existing speed zone.  Maybe I can superimpose the photos I have with the minister’s map.  The photo I am 
holding shows the existing siting of the 80-kilometre speed zone.  As the minister can see, there are a lot of trees.  
The photo of the proposed zone, which is 1.5 kilometres further east along Bussell Highway, looks very similar.  
A motorist who drives into town down that road will see that there is almost no difference in what can be seen.  I 
suggest that the basis for Main Roads’ argument is flawed. 
Main Roads has offered to investigate the installation of flashing lights in the area preceding the school to warn 
motorists.  Personally, I think that that is a ridiculous suggestion.  It would be a far better outcome for the school 
if the speed zone were moved.  The minister can imagine the surprise and disappointment of the Georgiana 
Molloy Anglican School when the students found out that the Karridale Primary School was successful in 
extending a 90-kilometre speed zone about one kilometre south of Karridale to include the primary school.  That 
is what the Georgiana Molloy Anglican School had been lobbying for since 2004.  I will show the minister a 
picture of a sign of the 90-kilometre speed zone in Karridale.  It is clearly located in an area that has a rural 
atmosphere.  That ridicules the argument raised by Main Roads that it cannot move the 80-kilometre speed zone 
outside of the Georgiana Molloy Anglican School.  It is good for the residents of Karridale, who had been 
lobbying for it since 2004.  The letters that the residents of Karridale received in 2004 have almost been cut and 
pasted and used in the letters sent to the Georgiana Molloy Anglican School.  I do not know how the minister 
can justify moving the speed zone in Karridale but not at Georgiana Molloy.  It has more students and it is on 
same road.  There is no difference.  The school community has every right to ask why there are two rules.  Why 
is there one rule for school safety at Karridale and another for Georgiana Molloy?  The minister is prepared to 
change the rules for Karridale but not for Busselton. 
I was interested to look at the procedure for changing the speed zone at Karridale.  The local members, 
Hon Barry House and the member for Warren-Blackwood, have been lobbying the minister’s office since 2004 
for this change to occur.  Earlier this year, another member for the south west, Hon Adele Farina, became 
involved and, lo and behold, shortly after her involvement the speed sign was changed.  It would be terribly 
disappointing if it became obvious that it was only the intervention of a government member rather than a local 
member of Parliament that led to this change.  I am not suggesting that it did happen. 
Mr M.P. Murray:  She is the local member for that area. 
Mr T. BUSWELL:  I understand that.  All I am saying is that it is ironic that two local opposition members 
pursued the issue since 2004 and received the same answer from the minister that I have received for the past 
two years and yet when Hon Adele Farina became involved, a solution was found.  I am not sure whether there is 
a link, but if there is, it would be terribly disappointing if the minister were playing politics with the safety of 
schoolchildren.  There is no difference between the scenarios regarding the two schools. 
The Department of Education and Training compiles a registration report of schools.  When it did the 
registration report for the Georgiana Molloy school in 2006, it noted the concerns of the parents in that report.  
That can be seen in paragraph 4.1 under the heading “Safe access”.  The department has gone to the trouble of 
noting that the parents and school community remain concerned - 
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. . . about the reluctance of the Main Roads Department to reduce the speed limit on the Bussell 
Highway at the front of the school from 110 kph . . .  

This is a major safety issue and a major concern to that school community.  We have been lobbying hard.  I am 
here today to ask the minister, on behalf of the school, to give serious consideration to moving the speed sign 
1.5 kilometres further east.  It is only 1.5 kilometres.  Our view is that that will make a substantial difference to 
the school.  I will conclude my comments by referring to the Department of Education and Training registration 
report.  It states -  

Georgiana Molloy Anglican School continues to provide students with fine educational opportunities to 
develop intellectually, emotionally, physically, spiritually and culturally, in a stimulating and supportive 
school environment. 

Today I am asking the minister to help make that a safe safer environment for them. 
MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.46 am]:  I thank the 
member for his grievance.  There is a substantive issue to be addressed.  I want to acknowledge that this is a 
problem that we face all over the state.  Main Roads has taken a particular view that appears to be based on some 
evidence about driver behaviour.  On the other hand, some school communities want us to take a different 
approach because they believe that the provision of speed zones will provide them with some security.  We must 
take a holistic view to the approach of school zones on high-speed roads.  Traditionally, we have not allowed 
school zones on high-speed roads.  We need to consider what we can do to provide that measure of comfort and 
safety for the students and their parents.  We must revisit the general approach of Main Roads not just in this 
instance, but generally.  I also want to explore the possibility of making better use of modern technology. 

In the area to which the member referred it is a problem for about two hours a day for five days a week.  To 
reduce the speed zone for the entire week when there is an issue for only 10 hours a week might not be the best 
response.  I am very keen to explore what modern technology is available regarding variable speed signs that 
would operate during the relevant school hours.  Main Roads is not just making up these concerns; it is not just 
being belligerent.  It is concerned that where there is not a change in the environment, the change in the speed 
zone would not change the behaviour of drivers.  At the end of the day, the school community do not just want 
signage; they want driver behaviour to follow the signage.  We must take a more holistic approach to the way in 
which we are dealing with this.  The member is quite right.  He is not Robinson Crusoe in this regard.  This 
problem occurs frequently.  We need to take a more creative approach to this problem.  The important thing is 
not scoring the point and getting the sign moved, but changing driver behaviour. 

There are some significant differences between Karridale primary and Georgiana Molloy.  I compliment 
Hon Adele Farina, my parliamentary secretary, for the role she has played in this matter.  She is an extremely 
active member in the south west.  There were some intractable problems.  The community had one view, and 
Main Roads had another.  Hon Adele Farina went to Karridale and very capably chaired a steering group that 
looked at all the issues, not just with the school community, but with the community as a whole, and came up 
with a solution.  It needs to be noted also that there are significant differences in the road environment in that 
area.  Karridale primary is situated on a road that is a single carriageway, with restrictive sight lines, and no 
turning lanes.  Georgiana Molloy is situated on a part of Bussell Highway that is a dual carriageway, with 
excellent sight lines, and turning lanes.   

I point out also that one of the reasons that this intersection is such a problem is directly attributable to the 
member for Vasse.  The member for Vasse, when president of the Shire of Busselton, moved to prevent the 
extension of Blum Boulevard through to Vasse Highway.  That would have created a much safer road 
environment. 

Mr T. Buswell:  Just so that you understand, the local politics at the time was such that if that extension had not 
been done, the school would never have been built.  I understand the minister’s point.  However, we would not 
be facing this issue now, because the school would not have been built. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Why is that?  It is because the member was not prepared to stand up for proper 
planning!  I must say that I am a bit cross with the Western Australian Planning Commission for allowing the 
member to do that. 

Mr T. Buswell:  The application to build a school on that site was originally rejected by the council.  I became 
involved and negotiated an outcome that resulted in that application passing through the council. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Sure, that was the outcome, but it was not a responsible outcome.  We all want to 
be loved by everyone.  The member wants to be loved by the people who wanted to build the school, and he 
wants to be loved by the local community.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 14 June 2007] 

 p3102b-3105a 
Mr Troy Buswell; Ms Alannah MacTiernan 

 [3] 

Mr T. Buswell:  There would not have been a school, because the local planning authority would not agree.  The 
council had rejected it.  I had to move a rescission motion. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I have heard enough to know that to approve a school, when there is not a safe 
transport conduit to that school, is quite irresponsible.  Georgiana Molloy is a school that is adding to the quality 
of the educational product in the area.  It is very good that that school was approved.  However, it is not good 
that the member for Vasse backed away from making the hard decision about providing an adequate road 
conduit to that school.  I commit to looking at how we can better use modern technology to deal with this issue.  
However, I want the member to also commit to adopt some rationality and get that road connection through, so 
that the pressure can be taken off that intersection.  I understand that there is an enormous build-up of traffic at 
that intersection.  The problem is that the school is isolated, because there is only one road into and out of that 
school. 

Mr T. Buswell:  When the subdivision is finished, minister, that will no longer be the case. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes, but there needs to be a connecting road through to Vasse Highway.  What the 
member did, by approving this school without -  

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Vasse! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I listened in silence to the member for Vasse.  As I have said, the member has 
raised some genuine issues.  We need to review the way in which we approach speed zones on high-volume, 
high-speed roads on which schools are located.  At the same time, I urge local authorities to be sensible when 
they are planning for schools and to ensure that proper transport access is provided to those schools. 
 


